
 

1 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (22
nd

-JANUARY-2022) 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

Punjab is restless. It is in pain. It feels let down by the State’s politics, its leaders and political parties. 

A sense of its political alienation from Delhi is palpable. It desperately wants to trust somebody. It is looking 

for that somebody. Perhaps it also knows, at the back of its mind, that there is hardly anybody it can depend 

on. And that finally, when the time comes, it has to choose a political platform that is less undependable, and 

unwillingly settle for it for the next five years. Price rise, drug menace, joblessness, farm laws, fall in incomes, 

increase in thefts, lawlessness, insult to sacred text cause anguish to its people. What is more painful to them 

is the perception that its political leaders and successive governments are indifferent to these issues. There is 

hopelessness in the young of the State. Even in tiny villages, the walls have the screaming advertisements of 

agencies that offer visa and immigration help to Canada and Australia. So too for institutes that coach 

students for the International English Language Testing System (IELTS) tests. 

 

Meeting a cross-section 

A few short months before the elections to the State Assembly, this is the mood of the State that I 

gathered after a 10-day intensive tour. I clocked about 2,000 kilometres, traversing the three main regions of 

the State — Malwa, Doaba and Majha. I met over 500 people representing almost all sections of society: men 

and women, in villages and towns, the rich and the poor, the young and the old, farmers, labourers, the 

unemployed, students, employees. Some individually and some in small groups. They were all surprisingly 

forthcoming in expressing their views and generous with their time. I also had long conversations with 

academics in universities and research institutes. I deliberately avoided meeting political party leaders. 

 

Impact of farm laws rollback 

On the morning of the last day of my travel came the unexpected announcement by the Prime 

Minister declaring his intention to repeal the three farm laws. The immediate reaction of the man on the 

street was one of jubilation. However, I could not find signs of an abatement of anger against the Prime 

Minister, his party, and the Union government. 

In Punjab, the repeal announcement is unlikely to fetch the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) political 

dividends. The anger is intense; the wound, raw. In many conversations the Prime Minister was referred to 

less than respectably. The recent reopening of the Kartarpur Sahib Corridor has not generated the kind of 

goodwill the State BJP leadership has expected. As things stand today, the BJP has little or no chance of being 

in the reckoning in the coming elections. 

The Shiromani Akali Dal is viewed with suspicion because of its association with the BJP. The Akali 

Dal’s quitting the National Democratic Alliance over farm laws has not helped the party recover its lost 

political ground. Its panthic support base too is unhappy on account of the party’s inaction in the case of 

tearing off pages from the holy book, the incident known as Bargari Kand. The Akali Dal government did not 

bring the culprits to book. Instead it is seen as the government that fired on those who protested against the 

desecration. A large number of devout Sikhs are yet to forgive the party for the deaths of two people in the 

firing. Many who voted for the Akali Dal in the last Assembly elections intend to move away from it this time. 

There is a strong indication of a further erosion of its support base. Those who intend to remain with it lack 

passion and continue to extend support without enthusiasm. 

 

Gauging the Congress 

There is a widespread feeling that the Congress government under Captain Amarinder Singh did not 

deliver on its promises. Two things are held against the former Chief Minister. First, that he did not fulfil the 

promise he made to curb the menace of drugs. The fact that soon after he took office, he swore on the Gutka 

Sahib, the Sikh holy book, to assure the people that he would eliminate the drug menace and yet failed to 

take resolute action has earned him the wrath of the public. Second, he is seen as an inaccessible leader. 

Punjab is in no mood to indulge the Maharaja this time. Association with him adds no political value to the 

BJP even after the repeal of the three farm laws. Punjab refuses to see the Union government’s climbdown 

on the farm laws as anything but a victory for the agitation. And surely not as the Prime Minister’s generosity 
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or an outcome of Captain Amarinder Singh’s pressure on the Union government. In the event, the yet-to-be-

registered political party of the former Chief Minister is likely to be stillborn. 

 

AAP’s prospects 

The recent significant political development in Punjab is the replacement of Captain Amarinder Singh 

with Charanjit Singh Channi as the Chief Minister. The move, undoubtedly, has implications for the electoral 

fortunes of the Congress. By extension, it also is likely to impact the prospects of the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP). 

Until the change of guard, AAP has seen a huge surge in support. The State was disillusioned with the 

Congress government under Captain Amarinder Singh. In fact, the opinion that the Captain, the top 

leadership of the Akalis and the BJP’s central leadership are working in league has gained ground. Therefore, 

the Congress under Amarinder Singh was seen to be as unelectable as the Akali Dal and the BJP are. The 

sections who preferred the Congress to the Akali-BJP combine in the last polls began their shift to AAP. They 

wanted to give the untested party a try. That accounts for the massive surge in AAP’s support before the new 

Chief Minister, Mr. Channi, took over. With the change of guard, however, those sections are having second 

thoughts. It is evident that some of those sections are on their way back to the Congress. 

The change of guard manoeuvre has blunted the sharp edge of anti-incumbency to some extent. 

There is one remarkable thing in the political conversation in Punjab. Mr. Channi has managed to become a 

household name in a short time. He being the first Dalit Chief Minister of the State lends a social dimension 

to the discourse. People are prepared to watch him. They seem to have reserved their judgment about him 

and the Congress. The extent of damage the running battle between the Chief Minister and his State party 

chief can cause is yet unclear. But that it will cause damage is certain. 

 

Weighing in 

The biggest loser as a result of the Congress party’s repositioning is AAP. There is a lot of goodwill for 

the party at present among all sections of Punjab society. It is more pronounced among the young and first-

time voters. It is able to attract erstwhile voters of both the Akali Dal and the Congress. Many women in 

remote villages too said they wanted to give the new party a chance. However, AAP lacks organisation, cadre, 

and recognisable faces in many constituencies. Some people see it as a party with roots outside the State. Its 

biggest handicap, however, is its procrastination over announcing the Chief Minister face. 

Electorally, the Congress and AAP are in a tight contest, with a slight edge for the ruling Congress at 

the moment. The one who commits less errors will have more chances of winning. However, mistakes of AAP 

and the Congress do not have equal potential for damage. AAP’s mistakes are likely to be less damaging to it. 

Whereas even small mistakes by the Congress can drastically swing the mood of the State in favour of AAP 

which is seen as an alternative that deserves a chance. When they return home from the agitation, the mood 

of Punjab’s highly networked and well-informed farmers can be a clincher. 

 

 repeal (noun) – cancellation, reversal, 

annulment, nullification, invalidation, 

revocation. 

 let down (phrasal verb) – fail to support. 

 alienation (noun) – isolation, detachment, 

estrangement/separation. 

 palpable (adjective) – noticeable, visible, 

recognizable, discernible, tangible, undeniable. 

 desperately (adverb) – urgently, pressingly, 

intensely, eagerly; seriously, severely. 

 look for (phrasal verb) – try to find/obtain a 

particular thing. 

 the back of one’s mind (phrase) – 

remembered but not consciously thought of. 

 hardly (adverb) – barely, almost not. 

 undependable (adjective) – unpredictable, 

unreliable, uncertain, unstable. 

 menace (noun) – threat/danger, risk/peril, 

intimidation. 

 unwillingly (adverb) – reluctantly. 

 menace (noun) – threat/danger, risk/peril, 

intimidation. 

 fall (noun) – decrease, lessening, decline. 

 lawlessness (noun) – chaos, confusion, 

disorder. 
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 sacred (adjective) – sacrosanct, inviolable, 

inviolate, untouchable, inalienable, protected, 

defended. 

 anguish (noun) – pain, suffering, distress, 

misery. 

 perception (noun) – understanding, 

discernment, recognition/ realization; 

interpretation. 

 successive (adjective) – consecutive, 

succeeding. 

 indifferent (adjective) – unconcerned about, 

uncaring about, uninterested in, casual about. 

 hopelessness (noun) – despair, distress; 

desperation. 

 screaming (adjective) – obvious, surprising, 

shocking (to express extreme emotion or pain). 

 immigration (noun) – the act of leaving one’s 

countries and moving to another country of 

which they are not natives, nor citizens, to 

settle or reside there, especially as permanent 

residents or naturalized citizens. 

 International English Language Testing System 

(IELTS) (noun) – The International English 

Language Testing System (IELTS) is designed to 

help you work, study or migrate to a country 

where English is the native language. This 

includes countries such as Australia, Canada, 

New Zealand, the UK and USA. Your ability to 

listen, read, write and speak in English will be 

assessed during the test. IELTS is graded on a 

scale of 1-9. 

 cross section (noun) – a representative sample 

of a larger group. 

 traverse (verb) – travel across, travel over, go 

across. 

 intensive (adjective/usually in combination) – 

concentrating on a particular thing. 

 forthcoming (adjective) – available, made 

available, accessible, obtainable. 

 generous (adjective) – good-natured, kind-

hearted, tender, caring, feeling, affectionate, 

warm. 

 academic (noun) – scholar, lecturer, educator, 

professor, fellow. 

 deliberately (adverb) – intentionally, 

purposely, knowingly/wittingly. 

 rollback (noun) – withdrawal, removal; 

annulment, cancellation, invalidation. 

 Jubilation (noun) – joy, euphoria, elation, 

ecstasy. 

 abatement (noun) – lessening, decrease, 

decline. 

 unlikely (adjective) – doubtful, implausible, 

improbable, questionable. 

 fetch (verb) – get, bring in, yield. 

 dividend (noun) – benefit, advantage, reward, 

gain; share, portion, percentage. 

 wound (noun) – distress, trauma, anguish, 

pain, suffering. 

 raw (adjective) – strong, intense, powerful, 

vehement. 

 less than (phrase) – farm from, certainly not. 

 goodwill (noun) – compassion; cooperation, 

collaboration, friendliness, mutual support. 

 as things stand (phrase) – in the present 

situation. 

 in the reckoning (phrase) – in a position to be 

successful (some time in the future). 

 suspicion (noun) – misgiving, doubt/qualm, 

distrust, scepticism. 

 make up or recover lost ground (phrase) – to 

become successful again after having 

disadvantages, delays or problems (in a conflict 

or competition); cope, overcome, surmount, 

get over. 

 panthic (adjective) – referring to any group or 

community or society that follows the path 

established by the Sikh Gurus. 

 on account of (phrase) – because of, owing to, 

due to, by virtue of. 

 inaction (noun) – inactivity, negligence, 

disregard. 

 tear off (phrasal verb) – remove, rip off, pull 

apart, pull to pieces, shred. 

 bring someone to book (phrase) – punish, take 

to task, bring to justice; reprimand. 

 desecration (noun) – vandalism, damaging, 

destruction. 

 move away from (phrasal verb) – change/alter 

one’ ideas/beliefs/views and so. 

 devout (adjective) – pious, religious, devoted, 

dedicated, reverent, God-fearing. 
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 erosion (noun) – undermining, weakening, 

sapping, deterioration, disintegration. 

 lack (verb) – be without, be lacking, be 

deprived of, be short of.  

 enthusiasm (noun) – eagerness, excitement, 

interest, passion, zeal. 

 gauge (verb) – assess, evaluate, appraise, 

analyse. 

 hold against (phrasal verb) – feel angry with 

someone about something they did in the past. 

 curb (verb) – control, contain, restrict, limit. 

 resolute (adjective) – determined, resolved, 

single-minded, strong-minded, stubborn. 

 wrath (noun) – extreme anger, rage, fury. 

 indulge (verb) – satisfy, gratify, fulfil, appease, 

accommodate. 

 climbdown (noun) – withdrawal, retraction, u-

turn. 

 generosity (noun) – magnanimity, big-

heartedness, kindness, open-handedness. 

 likely (adverb) – probably, presumably, 

doubtlessly. 

 stillborn (adjective) – unrealized, not 

developed/achieved. 

 prospects (noun) – chances, possibilities, 

expectations, outlook, future. 

 implications (noun) – consequence/outcome, 

ramification, repercussion. 

 fortunes (noun) – circumstances, state of 

affairs, condition. 

 by extension (phrase) – used for mentioning 

something in connection to something else. 

 change of guard (phrase) – It used to refer to a 

situation in which there is a (dramatic) change 

in which new people are replacing people 

(existing) in positions of importance. 

 surge (noun) – sudden increase or rise of 

something. 

 disillusion (verb) – disappoint; open 

someone’s eyes. 

 in league (phrase) – cooperating with, in 

cooperation with, in alliance with, allied with. 

 gain ground (noun) – make headway, make 

progress, make strides, progress, advance. 

 untested (adjective) – new, novel. 

 give someone a try (phrase) – provide 

someone an opportunity to do something. 

 take over (phrasal verb) – assume control of, 

take control of. 

 second thoughts (noun) – misgivings, doubt, 

reservation.  

 manoeuvre (noun) – activity, plan/operation, 

stratagem, tactic (carefully planned). 

 blunt (verb) – weaken, reduce, make dull. 

 anti-incumbency (noun) – a situation which is 

against elected officials currently in power; 

discontent against ruling government/ party in 

power. 

 household (noun) – family, house. 

 lend (verb) – give, provide, impart, contribute. 

 dimension (noun) – aspect, feature, side, 

element, facet. 

 discourse (noun) – discussion, conversation, 

communication, expression. 

 running battle (noun) – long fight/ 

confrontation.  

 weigh in (phrasal verb) – to have influence (in 

a decision/discussion/plan/argument/activity); 

be important to, carry weight, make an 

impression on, make a contribution to. 

 as a result (phrase) – subsequently, therefore, 

thus. 

 pronounced (adjective) – noticeable, 

conspicuous, striking, distinct, evident. 

 erstwhile (adjective) – old, previous, former, 

then. 

 cadre (noun) – members of a (political) group.  

 root (noun) – source, origin, beginnings, 

genesis. 

 handicap (noun) – impediment, hindrance, 

obstacle. 

 procrastination (noun) – delaying tactics, 

stalling, the action of postponing something. 

 potential (noun) – possibility, chance.   

 drastically (adverb) – substantially. 

 in favour of (phrase) – in support of, to the 

advantage of, approve of. 

 well-informed (adjective) – up-to-date, well-

versed, sophisticated. 

 clincher (noun) – decisive factor, determiner, 

determining factor. 
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